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1 New York City, USA
Dag Leong

 We give our two cents’ worth on the good, the bad and what can be tweaked

Shoot & Tell

Nurul  Designer,  PhotoYou

This photo doesn’t capture the beauty 

of the New York skyline. It could be 

inadequate lighting from the overcast 

sky or the distraction caused by the 

maintenance work on the bridge. I would 

suggest a night shoot instead, when the 

buildings are illuminated by colourful 

lights. Also, how about shooting from 

a lower angle to better convey the 

magnificence of the bridge and this great 

city? Certainly, there are many more 

perspectives to explore for a city of this 

size and personality.

Desiree  Managing Editor, PhotoYou

The grand Manhattan skyline takes a 

back seat in this image, and I don’t quite 

feel the awe of the spectacle that I know 

it is. The white drapes on the bridge are 

distracting and cover up some of the view, 

while the construction site on the lower 

left corner seems superfluous. There’s not 

much of a focus and it gives me the sense 

that the photographer was just passing by, 

rather than truly capturing the spirit of 

this metropolis. The overall darker feel 

of the photograph makes the skyline as 

murky as the river.

Hector  Product Manager, Canon

A nicely taken image of the city. What 

attracts me most are the dramatic 

clouds, which give the image a three-

dimensional feel. Since the sun is high up, 

it would be perfect if a Gradual Neutral 

Density filter was used to balance the 

exposure of the sky with respect to the 

city and water. Also, combine a Neutral 

Density filter like the ND8 together with 

low ISO and small aperture (about f/22) 

to achieve low shutter speed. This will 

create some motion effect on the water 

and perhaps the clouds. 
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2 Singapore
Barry Allan

Nurul  Designer,  PhotoYou

I like how the photographer managed 

to capture Singapore’s skyline from this 

perspective, which makes it different 

from the usual skyline landscape images. 

Shooting at twilight when the sky is not 

pitch black usually produces an awesome 

backdrop for the skyline. I also like how 

the photographer used a slower shutter 

speed and smaller aperture to capture 

movement and the starburst effect of the 

street lamp.

Desiree  Managing Editor, PhotoYou

The colour strikes me immediately – it’s 

stunning. The night sky is captured in 

exactly the right shade at the right time, 

contrasting with manmade lights. I enjoy 

the candid detail of the scene in the lower 

left corner, and this draws me to view 

the image from bottom up – in the same 

perspective as the photographer. My eyes 

travel upwards with the skyscrapers, the 

same way many more of these are being 

built on this island state.

Hector  Product Manager, Canon

This is a well-exposed image with lots 

of sharp details. The timing had to be 

perfect in order to capture the evening 

sky in this shade of blue. The motion of 

the people adds some liveliness to the 

image. The silhouette of the man on the 

bottom left is a little distracting, though. 

I would love to see an even wider shot of 

the same scene! Nice job, nonetheless!
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Nurul  Designer,  PhotoYou

Calm, scenic, beautiful. Different from 

the skyscraper skylines we often see. 

However, the overexposed sunlight 

and the  underexposed city might have 

compromised the overall beauty of this 

photo as I can’t see much of the sunset. I 

would suggest making a High Dynamic 

Range (HDR) picture to capture the 

entire range of colours. Alternatively, 

put on a filter to reduce the overexposure 

from the sunlight.

Desiree  Managing Editor, PhotoYou

At first, I found the cranes jutting 

across this meditation in medieval 

majesty jarring – I wanted the shot 

to preserve Florence as a work of art 

locked in time. Then I realised that the 

beauty of a city also lies in its progress. 

The construction reminds us that life 

goes on – such as on that bus on the 

bridge – even as the city captures our 

imagination, an icon of the Renaissance 

Age, a masterpiece created centuries ago.

Hector  Product Manager, Canon

A great elevated position for a shot of this 

beautiful city. The composition is fine 

and timing great to capture the setting 

sun. The lighting on the mountains in 

the background is simply gorgeous, and 

adds a lot of depth to the image. It’s a pity 

that the sun rays are a little too strong, 

washing out the details in the sky, muting 

the contrast of the buildings. Using a 

Canon Circular Polarizer PL-C filter can 

improve the contrast. Alternatively, the 

frame can be shifted a little to the right 

to exclude the over-glaring sun rays. If 

you’re more adventurous, you can even 

experiment with the High Dynamic 

Range (HDR) technique to merge a few 

images taken at different exposures to 

preserve all the details you want.

 

3 Florence, Italy
Wong Chuen Ming

snap those sights
Shoot pictures of your 

favourite garden scenery. 
Then send them to us at 

contest@photoyoumag.com
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