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Women. They possess intangible qualities that shine through in photographs. PhotoYou shares 
some of the most memorable images ever published

In 1839, the first known human portrait ever taken 

in the United States was that of a woman, featuring 

Dorothy Catherine Draper in a daguerreotype 

picture  (old-style photos made on silver plates circa 

the mid-19th century) by her brother. A New York University 

professor who built his own camera to experiment with 

photography, John Draper finally accomplished the image 

after many failed attempts, using a 65-second exposure and 

powdering Dorothy’s face with flour to accentuate contrasts. 

Dorothy was also the first woman to be photographed with 

her eyes open.

How far we have come. The world has since been 

fascinated by the feminine mystique in photography, and 

Women in Pictures
while countless iconic and unforgettable images of women have 

followed Dorothy Draper’s portrait, we immediately recognise 

each and every one whenever we encounter their timelessness. 

We never get tired of gazing, appreciating and analysing these 

pictures – there’s always a new story to uncover, an old history 

to revisit, a different reaction invoked. During a time when 

women didn’t have as much of a public voice, their portraits 

said it all. From maternal instincts and female sensuality to 

courage and intensity that matched and surpassed those of 

their male counterparts, women convey and embody emotions 

one can never capture in another subject. 

Here are ten of the most intriguing photographs of 

women ever taken, and the stories behind them.

experience



(Previous page)
One of the most influential artists of the 20th century, Man Ray is celebrated for his avant-
garde photography, as well as fashion and portraiture work. This image, created in Paris, 
is one of Ray’s greatest successes, a marvellous illustration of the illusion of photography 
– the face actually belongs to a mannequin and her tears are but glistening round glass 
beads. Evoking the emotive expression of a silent screen star in a film still, many believe 

the falsity of the sentiment, represented by manufactured tears on a non-living object, 
relates to the breakdown of Ray’s love affair with the Surrealist photographer Lee Miller.

Tears 
by 

man ray (1932)

1

Taken by Dorothea Lange, 
one of the world’s first female 
photojournalists and also one 
of the most outstanding, this 
portrait of desperation is an 
unforgettable imprint of the 
Great Depression in America. 
Driving home from a month-long 
assignment, Lange’s instinct led 
her to make an unplanned stop at 
a camp for pea pickers. She was 
immediately drawn to this mother 
of seven children, all on the brink 
of starvation. She took only six 
photographs that day, including 
this one, which prompted the 
government to rush 20,000 
pounds of food to the destitute, 
out-of-work migrants, and also 
helped inspire John Steinbeck’s 
landmark work, East of Eden.

Migrant Mother 
by 

dorothea lange 
(1936)

2
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Billie Holiday
by 

William gottlieb 
(1947)

3 One of the most renowned jazz photographers of all time, William Gottlieb’s portraits 
of the world’s greatest jazz musicians are considered an integral collection of 
the genre’s history. Critic Whitney Balliett once wrote, “Gottlieb was not taking 
pictures; he was photographing a music.” This image of Billie Holiday captures the 
charismatic songstress just before she hits an anguished note. In this one shot, 
we not only see but literally hear the incomparable voice infused with that rich but 

bittersweet tone of a striking beauty brought to ruin by her own weaknesses.

experience
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Audrey Hepburn
by 

john kobal 
(1961)

5

Hollywood has 
produced a countless 
number of memorable 
images since it made its first picture, but 
few have been reproduced and recognised 
as often as Audrey Hepburn’s celebrity-
making portrait as Holly Golightly from 
the classic, Breakfast At Tiffany’s. This 
shot, with its signature oversized cigarette 
holder, not only elevated Hepburn into the 
stratospheres of movie stardom, it also 
made pop cultural icons of the Givenchy 
dress she wore in the film and her perfectly 
upswept coiffure, reinventing the ideal 
female form as cool elegance, svelte savvy, 
and stylish confidence.

Elizabeth Taylor
by 

PymCa/reX 
(1954)

4

Beautiful from the time she grasped the world’s heart as a precocious 
12-year-old in National Velvet to her grande dame years dazzling 
with diamonds, this is the Elizabeth Taylor we all remember best: 
smouldering with sensuality, darling to the camera, and dripping with 
glamour. This shot captures everything that made Liz more than a movie 
star, including the photogenic charisma that catapulted her to celebrity. 
And no matter how often she was splashed across the tabloids, none of 
those paparazzi shots matter as much as this portrait.
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Madonna
by 

deborah Feingold 
(1982)

6
Who’s that girl? It’s unquestionably Madonna, the queen of pop 

who got to be where she is by re-creating her image with 
every new album. This portrait is one of her earliest looks, 
taken when she first broke into the pop music scene with 
her debut album, Madonna. Her style seen here – jewelry 
with crucifixes, bracelets, bleached hair – and later lace 

tops, skirts over capri pants and fishnet stockings, became 
the female fashion trend of the 1980s. 

experience
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Princess Diana
by 

joao Silva 
(1997)

7 From shy princess bride to respected humanitarian, Diana Spencer grew 
up in the public eye from the time she was engaged to Prince Charles at age 
20. Many iconic images of one of the greatest women of our time exist, but 
the ones we view with admiration are those of the Diana we look up to most. 
This picture captures a moment of her tireless travels around the world 
to help others in need; people different from her in so many ways, yet all 
connected via one indefatigable quality: humanity.
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Brandi Chastain
by 

laCy atkinS 
(1999)

8

You’ve seen it on the covers of 
Time, Newsweek and Sports 
Illustrated. Brandi Chastain, 
on her knees, perfectly toned 
arms clenched in victory, pure 
and unadulterated elation on 
her face, moments after she 
had whipped her jersey off 
in celebration of her World 
Cup-winning penalty goal. This 
image of athletic prowess has 
inspired a soccer phenomenon 
among American girls in a 
country not known to embrace 
the sport, and redefined 
what “girl power” means. 
This Pulitzer Prize-finalist 
is what Chastain calls “the 
greatest moment of my life 
on the soccer field.” We call 
it one of the greatest sports 
photographs ever.

You can easily 
recognise those 
full, luscious lips, 
eyes brimming with 
dangerous emotion, 
and body of a goddess 
anywhere Angelina 
Jolie is captured in an 
image. But it’s that female 
machismo that elevated her 
into the A-list stratosphere of 
our imaginations. This sense 
of playing with fire, while 
walking a thin line veering into 
unchartered territory, first 
debuted in Jolie’s role as Lara 
Croft in Tomb Raider.

experience

Angelina Jolie
by 

SUnSet boUlevard
(2001)

9
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Love her or hate her, one thing’s for sure – it’s hard to ignore her. Lady Gaga burst into 
our collective consciousness with her catchy dancefloor tune Just Dance, and an array of 
eye-popping outfits, each one more outrageous than the last. When Lawler took this shot 
in 2008, the shock queen had yet to take the world by storm. Two years after this relatively 
tame picture, Gaga turned up at the Video Music Awards in a dress made entirely of meat. 

The Austin, Texas-based Lawler worked for MTV for six years and has photographed the 
likes of country star Taylor Swift and indie darling Beck.  

Lady Gaga
by 

CandiCe laWler 
(2008)
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