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Three Levels of Softness
The Canon EOS 60D has three levels of soft 
focus: Low, Standard, Strong

H ave you ever wondered how a white 

condominium building can look like 

a magical castle, how some headshots 

absolutely brim with glamour, or how 

festive lights can appear to explode into a vibrant spray of 

fireworks – all within the frame of photography?

If you pick up a Canon EOS 600D or Canon EOS 60D, 

the answer lies at your fingertips – literally. Just click on the 

“Playback” menu and select the “Creative Filters” option; 

from there, pick “Soft Focus” and you’re on your way to 

transforming your images with fantastical and dreamy 

effects, without an expensive screw-on filter or hours of 

complicated post-processing work. And because Canon’s 

Soft Focus Filter is built into the DSLR, you can apply the 

effect via the camera’s LCD screen as many times as you like 

without affecting the original image – each one can be saved 

as its own file.

The Soft Focus Filter creates a cottony feel to pictures, 

enhancing them with a gentle glow that permeates the scene 

with more life. It also helps remove distraction around your 

subject, leaving it in its essence, separate and apart from the 

rest of the objects in your frame.

“Everyone is trying to find the sharpest image possible – 

interpretation for your audience. In the Canon EOS 600D 

and Canon EOS 60D, the Soft Focus Filter can be applied in 

three levels: Low, Standard, and Strong. Lim recommends 

using the Soft Focus Filter in Low as your de facto setting, as 

the effects can be glaring and overwhelming by the time you 

get to Strong, but it all depends on the aesthetics of various 

images and the artistry you envision. Lim typically prefers 

using the Low setting on portraits – a cat, for example, can 

look a lot friendlier the more you soften its features! Let’s get 

you on your way to making a strong statement with the Soft 

Focus Filter, with the best subjects to shoot with it.

Landscapes
When executed perfectly, it can be hard to distinguish a 

photo processed with the Soft Focus Filter from an oil or 

watercolour painting. The Filter is particularly effective for 

backlit subjects, and by softening the lines between objects  

in the frame, the effect of brush strokes is recreated. This 

gives a glowing, ethereal atmosphere that settles nicely all 

across the image.

Portraits
You’ve seen them – the wedding picture with the couple 

Shoot Softly 
Now
Check out the flattering effects of the soft focus 
filter on a Canon EOS 600D and Canon EOS 60D
 words Desiree Koh photos Aaron Lim
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Dreamy Effect 
Use the Soft Focus Filter to 
picture a dream home

it’s a never-ending quest these days to uncover the best gear 

for absolute clarity,” says professional photographer Aaron 

Lim. “It’s great to go against the grain to achieve something 

completely different.”

Images shot in soft focus are often confused with those 

that are out of focus – remember, using this Filter is not about 

degrading the photo, but subtly altering it to convey a desired 

Friendly Feline
Make a cat or any other pet look friendlier when you shoot with 
the Soft Focus Filter
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in a fairy tale setting or a model’s headshot that makes 

her look completely perfect. That’s because the Soft Focus 

Filter softens skin tones and hides unseemly textures and 

blemishes. The whimsical effect also ups the glamour 

quotient of the picture, elevating it from a sense of the 

everyday to something that’s easy on the eyes.

Solid Images with Multiple  
Sharp Highlights
The more outstanding features the Soft Focus Filter has to 

play with in processing the image, the more opportunity 

for this effect to show off its flair for dreamy flare. A palace 

gloriously adorned with many windows, turrets and carvings 

will truly be steeped in its centuries-old history with a 

wistful, faraway ambience in the picture, or an elaborately 

detailed crystal decanter could take on the kaleidoscopic 

qualities of an optical illusion.

“Don’t forget that the end effect you want to achieve is a 

warm, fuzzy feeling,” says Lim. “So you can’t use this filter on 

objects that aren’t meant to convey that – such as a racing car, 

tennis match or soldiers marching.” Other subjects that Lim 

looks for to use the Soft Focus Filter on are retro scenes, vintage 

items or more “feminine” subjects such as dolls and flowers.

The great thing about Canon’s built-in Soft Focus Filter 

is that you don’t have to worry about any aperture settings 

while making your picture – you only have to concentrate on 

getting the shot you want. However, Lim’s advice is to choose 

the situation and subjects carefully so that the Soft Focus 

looks good, rather than resulting in an unsightly, blurry 

mass. Equip yourself with these tips to fully be in creative 

control of this tool:

light flooding the frame – these cover a wider area of your 

shot and lessens the effect of the Soft Focus Filter.

• Include both bright and pale objects in your photo, or set 

your subjects against a bright background to produce varying 

levels of contrast for the Soft Focus Filter to play off on.

• When setting up your shot, maintain a sharp rendition 

of your subject against a softer background. The Soft Focus 

Filter can also take bokeh to a whole new level!

You can literally dream up of new landscapes or present 

your favourite people and pets in a brand new light when 

you use the Soft Focus Filter. And since you’re already 

leaping beyond the bounds of imagination, why not take 

this to a new dimension by adding in the Toy, Miniature 

and Grainy B&W filters? This is when you can truly begin 

to take your portfolio out of this world – all in a matter of a 

few clicks! 

• Try to achieve a deeper depth of field in your image for 

better results, as the Soft Focus effect shows up more clearly in 

sharply focused areas.

• A higher exposure of between +0.3EV and +0.7EV 

brightens more shadows, which in turn produces a clean, 

refreshing ambiance. Be careful with wash-outs and too much 

Pretty Landscape
Using the Soft Focus Filter, lanscape images have the effect of a painting

Whimsical Portrait
The Soft Focus Filter softens and refines textures like skin tones, 
making the image less stark and more romantic   

It’s Not Out of Focus
Soft Focus is not to be confused with out of focus. The effect is intentional and 
helps to convey dream-like images. Inset images without Soft Focus Filter 
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