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An Artistic Rendering Of The Past
Present And Future

As Jeff Koons’ interpretation of his iconic Balloon Venus sculpture opens up to reveal 
the Dom Pérignon Rosé Vintage 2003, there is no doubt in the beholder’s eye, 

mind and senses that this is a match made for the ages and beyond. The vaunted contemporary artist’s 
playful expression of the Venus of Willendorf, a tiny Paleolithic figurine dating back to 23,000 B.C., is a modern 
goddess of love anointed with his trademark visual verve, both a tribute to the past and a view towards the future. 

Similarly, each Dom Pérignon vintage is a Renaissance boldly committed to the wine’s legacy 
and driven by a brave modus operandi for new beginnings. 

In this creative collision, the audacious idol completes the exceptional icon, 
 as each courageously upholds unsurpassed attributes 

in the face of conventional limits.
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As a vintage-only wine, it falls upon Geoffroy to explore 
beyond the particularities of the harvest every year, delving 
into its sensual intensities and its complex mysteries to 
form the basis of Dom Pérignon’s individuality as well as 
it’s rarity. Such progressive daring has given rise to 
meetings with great artists, who have conceptualised 
collections and projects revealing unsuspected facets of 
the Champagne House’s personality. 
Koons, one of the world’s most recognised and solicited 
contemporary artists known for large-scale sculptures of 
unparalleled originality, joins this eminent collective which 
includes Andy Warhol, Karl Lagerfeld, David Lynch, Lang 
Lang, and John Legend. His concern for personal histories, 
taste for reinvention, dedication to perfection, and frankness 
of emotion mirror the devotion to experimentation 
embodied by Dom Pierre Pérignon, the father of Champagne 
whose name graces the Dom Pérignon label, and channels 
Geoffroy’s visionary energy. 
The Balloon Venus for Dom Pérignon is inspired by Koons’ 
Antiquity series which playfully explores art history through 
a current lens – just as each Dom Pérignon vintage is a true 
act of creation representing new beginnings founded on a 
fearless exploration of distinction. “I very rarely do anything 
with brands,” said Koons. “With Dom Pérignon, other 
artists had been involved in their programme. I wanted to 
participate in that dialogue. Also, they stand for quality – the 
same kind of quality that I like to attribute to my work.”

Collective Creativity: Meetings with Great Artists



An eventful 2003 fraught with unpredictable weather conditions 
meant a conventional approach to the harvest would be of no 
help. The decision to start the harvest on 25 August, the earliest 
harvest since 1822, proved critical as the grapes revealed a 
natural richness and a remarkable aromatic purity, just like the 
harvests of 1947, 1959 and 1976. Selecting the finest grapes and 
finding the perfect balance between the Chardonnay and Pinot 
Noir grapes during assemblage is what distinguishes each Dom 
Pérignon vintage. Using the same philosophy, Koons collates the 
highest quality materials in bringing his ideas to life via painting, 
installation, sculpture and photography, leading each to a 
confluence of personal and cultural histories.
Both journeys require time – Koons takes up to three years to 
produce a new piece, while Dom Pérignon Rosé Vintage 2003 
spent 10 years aging on the lees. As such it is a voluptuous and 
hedonistic wine bursting with richness and complexity, revealing 
notes of figs and strawberries followed by guava, violet and 
vanilla, whilst the palate has a velvety texture which radiates 
sensuality and finds its final tone in a hint of licorice.  
Dom Pérignon Rosé is known as the dark jewel of Dom Pérignon. 
Rarely has a vintage deserved this title as much as Dom Pérignon 
Rosé Vintage 2003. Which is why, ensconced in Koons’ Balloon 
Venus, both wine and artwork represent a common faith in the 
possibilities of the fertility of imagination, with respect to 
tradition and a flair for innovation. “Jeff and I connect in various 
ways: through a constant and modern reinterpretation of a 
historical heritage; through a personal relationship with time and 
nature; and with a focus on the quality of materials and artisanal 
craftwork,” observed Geoffroy.
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Meticulous Bravura In Creating 
Dom Pérignon’s Avant-Garde Spirit
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In some ways, the paths of Jeff Koons and Dom Pérignon were bound to cross. 
Dom Pérignon’s continuing of that playful experimentation with form and 
concept that lead its spiritual forefather Dom Pierre Pérignon to worldwide 
recognit ion is matched perfect ly to Jef f Koons’ art ist ic output. In the 
achievements of both can be traced a fierce belief in the self and one’s vision.
K o o n s s e e s t h e B a l l o o n V e n u s a s a c o n t i n u u m o f l i f e ’ s e n e r g y a n d i t s 
celebrations, and Geoffroy’s fervent hope is for Dom Pérignon Rosé Vintage 
2003 to be the greatest tribute to the year as its precise, chiselled phenolic 
structure stabilises through time. And so, the creative process renews and 
regenerates, heralding unforetold futures, each new Dom Pérignon vintage 
anticipating those yet to come. “I share Jeff’s view of the creative act,” said 
Geoffroy. “Finding inspiration in myself to keep pushing the l imits and 
surpassing our former achievements.”

The Balloon Venus for Dom Pérignon is a limited edition of 650 pieces and can 
be ordered through a bespoke made-to-order service on their website.

Text = Desiree Koh

A Creative Collision
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