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The man who has adorned Madonna and Halle Berry in gorgeous and precious jewellery 
is also a rocket scientist, a chemist, and an advocate for AIDS research. In the tradition of a true 

Renaissance man, he brings a �nely honed knowledge to his many projects and avocations 
in the worlds of �lm, music, �ne art, science, and philanthropy.  He is Ronald Winston, 

the third generation scion of the world famous jewellery atelier that bears his father’s name, 
Harry Winton. Ronald made his family business into a global brand during his stewardship, 

never veered from his father’s principles of keeping the “integrity of the name, 
and absolute honesty and precision in de�ning the quality of stones.”

”Integrity of the name, and absolute honesty 
and precision in de�ning the quality of stones.“
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“I have been observing, and buying and 

sell ing coloured diamonds for over 50 

y e a r s . I a m f a s c i n a t e d b y t h e h u g e 

spectrum and variety of colour and other 

phenomena that occurs in diamonds.” 

Ronald fondly remembers Harry Winston 

master designer Ambaji Shinde, from whom 

he learned re�nements in jewellery design, 

and silicone inventor Eugene G. Rochow, his 

chemistry tutor at Harvard, as major inspirations 

for his career milestones that include the creation of 

diamond-cutting and colour-sorting robots and the 

�rst computer gem inventory system. True to his father’s 

wish, after donating a new gallery to showcase the Hope 

Diamond at the Smithsonian Institution, the understated Ronald 

arranged for the world’s most famous green diamond, the Dresden 

Green, to be exhibited along with the Hope Diamond in Washington D.C.
“The world I was born into was the world of the jeweller,” 

recalls Ronald, whose family lived above the Harry Winston 

salon, then on East 51st Street in New York. “When my father 

came home for dinner, he used to bring little parcel papers 

with special precious stones, and he would say as he popped 

the stones out of the envelopes, ‘I want you to remember 

this. This is a beautiful gem, a Burmese ruby.’” Looking back 

at a life devoted to transforming diamonds into art, Ronald 

reveals that his special love is for coloured diamonds. 

”I am fascinated by the huge spectrum and variety of 
color and other phenomena that occurs in diamonds.“
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In 2008, Ronald stepped down as president and CEO of Harry Winston after nearly 30 years of stewardship, although he remains the 

company’s honourary chairman. “I do not feel I am retired but in a sense, just re-deployed,” says Ronald. “I'm an 

entrepreneur and inventor. The best highlight, of course, was the birth of my son, Blaise Winston.” 

Juggling his pursuits in science, philanthropic work to enable a variety of advancements in society – 

he currently works with prominent English mining companies that operate in Africa and is 

developing new rocket systems for space – as well as spending time with his young 

son, Blaise, the master-of-all continues to live his life with graceful elegance. 

“Creativity resides in all of us. We can all tap into these deep roots and 

use them,” Ronald muses. “This is, of course, most particularly true 

in children and very young people who have not yet formed the 

outer shell and resistance to beauty.” When asked what he has 

p l a n n e d n e x t , h i s s h o r t a n s w e r w a s " p r o b a b l y s p a c e . "

Text = Desiree Koh

★ Ronald Winston ★
Ronald Winston, the son of the late Harry Winston, represents the family’s third 
generation in the jewellery business. As president and CEO until 2008, Ronald 
transformed the Harry Winston family business into a global brand that included a 
luxury watch business. In additional to being a leading gemologist and business 
leader, Ronald Winston is a national award winning rocket scientist and member 
of numerous professional organizations in the �eld of science. Ronald Winston is 
act ive ly  involved in  the  works  of  Harry  Winston Research  Foundat ion,  a 
non-pro�t organization, which sponsored the annual Stonwin Medical Conference.

One of Ronald’s contributions to the house of Harry Winston was the 1989 introduction 

of timepieces pairing splendid jewels with the impeccable Swiss watchmaking, 

crafted in its state-of-the-art Manufacture In Geneva. The Opus Series 

launched in 2001 is the magnum opus, featur ing annual 

collaborations with acclaimed independent watchmakers from 

Ludoviz Ballouard to Emmanuel Bouchet. These limited 

edit ion t imepieces refute horology logic with a 

m y r i a d o f i n n o v a t i v e c o m p l e x i t i e s a n d a r e 

anticipated among a�cionados. As a result of 

R o n a l d ’ s p a s s i o n a t e e n d e a v o r s , H a r r y 

Winston was inducted into the Fondation 

de la Haute Horlogerie in just 12 years.

”Creativity resides in all of us. 
We can all tap into these deep roots and use them.“
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